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VA Healthcare System of Ohio Awarded Grant to Improve Care for Women Veterans
Represents one of 32 Projects Selected through National VA Grant Program

The VA Healthcare System of Ohio has received a $46,000 grant to deliver virtual women’s health care to female Veterans. The project is one of 32 projects funded nationally by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The project focuses on delivering specialized women’s health care to patients living in rural areas via virtual modalities. The new technology allows patients to connect with specialists virtually, without having to travel long distances to the nearest VA hospital.  Additionally, the new technology is being used by specialists to train rural primary care providers to expand their women’s health scope, which results in more care delivered near the patient’s home.
“Our goal is 100 percent accessibility for women Veterans who need us,” said Mr. Jack Hetrick, network director for the VA Healthcare System of Ohio. “This new project will improve access and quality of critical health care services for women.”
VHA’s national Women’s Health Program Office and Office of Rural Health jointly selected the winning proposals for projects that will improve emergency health care services for women Veterans, expand women’s health education programs for VA staff, or offer telehealth programs to female Veterans in rural areas. 
This is the largest number of one-year grants VA has ever awarded for enhancing women’s health services.
The grant program is part of VA’s continued effort to improve access and quality of care for the increasing number of women Veterans seeking care at VA. 
“We are committed to providing individualized, sensitive care to women Veterans,” said Lead Women Veterans Program Manager for the VA Healthcare System of Ohio Tamara Grimm. “This grant-funded project enables us to continue to enhance care for women and exceed patient expectations.”
Women serve in every branch of the military, representing 15 percent of today’s active duty military and nearly 18 percent of National Guard and Reserve forces.  By 2020, VA estimates women Veterans will constitute 10 percent of the Veteran population.
Visit www.womenshealth.va.gov to learn more about VA programs and services for women Veterans. 
#   #   #


About us: The VA Healthcare System of Ohio (VISN 10) is one of 21 Veterans Integrated Service Networks (VISN) of the Department of Veterans Affairs.  VISN 10 is comprised of five VA Medical Centers, one ambulatory care center clinic, and 30 community based outpatient clinics which provide comprehensive inpatient and outpatient health care to veterans in Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky and West Virginia.
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