CINCINNATI & FORT THOMAS VA FACILITIES
VOLUNTARY SERVICE NEEDS LIST

The Cincinnati & Fort Thomas VA Medical Centers do not solicit for donations, nor do we allow the name of the VA to be used in solicitations through other organizations.  However, for those organizations or individuals who inquire as to our needs, the following is a list you can use as a guide for our special needs, program support and/or equipment.  None of these items are available through our normal budget. 
(Please note, ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTABLE.)

Patient Clothing 
1. T-Shirts; Plain, white/black – sizes: S, M, L, XL and up (short & long-sleeved)
2. Socks; Slip-Resistant, and Men's-white, Ladies–white footie's 
3. Underwear (NEW)    Sizes:  (men) M, L, XL, 2X and up – (women) S, M, L, XL
4. Sweat shirts/pants     All sizes (no drawstrings if hooded shirts)
5. Scarves/gloves/hats  
6. Ponchos


Patient Comfort Items Individual size (Please do not send glass)
1. Reading Glasses
2. Disposable Safety Razors
3. Shampoo & Conditioner
4.  Alcohol Free Lotion
5. Deodorant (men/women)
6. Combs/Brushes 
7. Toothpaste
8. Tooth Brush
9. Shaving Cream or Gel
10. Female Hygiene Products
11. Nail Grooming Kits
12. Blankets (plastic covering)


Other Items Needed
1. Candy Suckers (Children’s Prgm)
2. Small Crayon Package (3-4 crayons p/box)
3. Britta Water Filter System (Fisher House)
4. Baby Items - diapers, bottles, bathtub, etc., (Baby Shower Program)
5. Phone Cards
6. Wheelchair Bags
7. Laundry Detergent/Fabric Sheets (Mental Health Residential Prgms & Fisher House)
8. Disposable Cameras
9. Crossword Puzzle Books (regular and large print)
10. Back Packs, Duffle Bags & Sleeping Bags (Homeless Program)
11. Playing Cards
12. Coffee Mugs (Hospice & Palliative Care & Fisher House)
13. Hard Candy (Hospice & Palliative Care & Mental Health Sensory Room)
14. Ping Pong Tables/Wii Consoles (Veteran Evening Activity Program)
15. Travel Size Umbrellas (Fisher House)
16. Postage Stamps & Blank Note Cards
17. Bottled Water (Shuttle Prgm, VTS Prgm, Hospitality Prgm & Fisher House) 
18. Grocery Store Gift Cards-Wal-Mart/Kroger (Chaplain Svc & Fisher House)
19. Birthday Candles & Multi-Color Balloons (Community Living Center)
20. Reading Glasses (7th Floor Mental Health Care Line)
21. Ink Pens & Small & Large Size Notepads (Welcome Kit Program)

Monetary Donations* for Various Projects/Programs
1. Coffee Supplies (Evening Activity Prgm, Fisher House & Refreshment Prgm) 
2. Purchase of Sporting & Cultural Outings-Reds, Bengals, Cinti Museum Center, Freedom Center, Cinti Zoo & Botanical Garden, Movies (Domiciliary, Treatment Recovery & Activity Center, Community Living Center, Mental Health Partial Prgm, & PTSD/TBI  Prgm)
3. Veteran Canteen Booklets (Service Recovery Prgm & Evening Activity Prgm)
4. Musical Instruments (Treatment Recovery & Activity Center & Community Living Center)
5. Newspaper Subscriptions (Mental Health Partial Prgm)
6. Bus Tokens, Gas Cards, Taxi Vouchers (Social Work Service)
7. Refreshment Items-granola bars, cheese crackers, PB crackers (Mental Health Partial Prgm)
8. Television Cable Services (Community-Based Outpatient Clinics & Eye Clinic)
9. Gatorade Products (Mental Health Partial Prgm)


*Monetary Donations
Monetary donations may be made payable to VA Medical Center and mail to the address listed below.  Please earmark your donation by indicating in the lower left corner of your check the intent of your donation.  An accompanying letter of intent is appreciated.

Mail donations to:		Voluntary Service (135)
				3200 Vine Street
                                           	Cincinnati, OH  45220

Special Projects for Consideration

· Community Living Center, Veterans’ Serenity Garden
This exciting new addition to the VA landscape will provide a pleasant, serene green space for end-of-life Veterans and family members to share final moments together around an infinity fountain.  Many family members wish to take their loved one outside away from the sterile, hospital environment.  Without a plaza area, this would not be possible.  The facility plans outline only parking spaces surrounding the CLC building.  In addition, the display of military service emblems and posting of flags will speak to our Veterans letting them know that we honor all Veterans and that this is the Home for our Hospice and Long-Term Care residents.     
An added benefit of the tribute plaza would be to offer a presentation area in which military ceremonies can be conducted in full honor of our service men and women.  Regrettably, there is no location at the Cincinnati campus which offers this type of setting.
CLC Plaza Details
1. One of the main focal points will be the eye-catching 2-story wall that will serve as a backdrop to the marble infinity water fountain. It is proposed to have patriotic artwork etched into the wall. 
1. The ‘Infinity’ edge water feature creates a peaceful and serene reflection. It will also create “white noise” which will reduce the urban noises that comes from buses, traffic and sirens that pass by the facility. The majority, if not all, of the patients that will occupy this facility will be living out the rest of their lives at this location. The fountain will serve as a focal point that will create serene and soothing feelings for visitors and patients.  
1. Directly in front of the water fountain will be a star that will recognize our “major” donors. We, definitely, would like to highlight the generosity of those who give sizeable donations. 
1. There will be a half-circle wall that will frame the donor star that will also serve as seating area for the Veterans and their families. This particular seating area will be lined with trees that will create a shaded and comfortable area for our patrons. 
1. Between the donor star and the main entrance there will be a curved walkway that will, also, provide more seating along a wall and with an adequate amount of shade trees. 
1. The focal point opposite of the donor star will be the main entrance that will have an appearance of a valet-style drop off. Each side of the wall will be lined with shade trees, beautifully landscaped shrubbery and decorative plants and boulders.
1. The purpose of all the greenery is not only to create a more peaceful environment, in the middle of an urban setting, but to replace the setting that most of the patients will be leaving behind at the Fort Thomas Domiciliary. The Fort Thomas facility has beautiful vegetation and is adequately shaded by mature trees. We hope that this park-like setting will serve an adequate replacement for the facility that they are leaving behind. 
1. Decorative pavement will also allow us to recognize donors. 
1. This park-like setting will also serve as a space used for ceremonial occasions. The “overflow” lawn, sidewalk space and parking spots that line the area adjacent to the donor star will serve as an area to seat approximately 80-100 people during these ceremonies. 

 

Thank you for your consideration and support of our Veteran-focused programs.  If you have any questions or would like more information on any program listed above, please contact VA Voluntary Service Office at 513.475.6332.

            
          THANK YOU for supporting our Nation’s Heroes -- our Veterans
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