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Overview for Potential Residents

We have a very strong primary care residency program that is heavy in ocular disease treatment and management. We have a very close working relationship with our University of Cincinnati (UC) ophthalmology residents and attendings.  Our program is challenging but very rewarding.

The Cincinnati VA Residency Program, the resident will:
1. Attend UC Ophthalmology Grand Rounds every Wednesday morning.
2. Attend UC Optometric Continuing Education Lecture Series monthly.
3. Attend UC Medical School Grand Rounds Weekly (second half of program).
4. Observe various surgical procedures with UC Ophthalmology Specialists including Retina, Cornea, Oculoplastics, Glaucoma, and Oncology.
5. Present lectures at the UC Continuing Education Lecture Series, Cincinnati Optometric Association, Dayton Optometric Association, The Ohio State University (at least two lectures), Blind Veterans Association, Diabetic Education Lecture Series and Eye Center Education Section Meetings.
6. Have the option to observe various departments within the hospital such as Neurology, Radiology, Cardiology, Mental Health, Vascular Lab, Infectious Disease, Pharmacy, Primary Care, etc. 
7. Have the option to observe various non-eye surgeries, such as hip replacement or heart surgery at the Cincinnati VAMC monthly.
8. Ohio State University will arrange for visitations to the Ohio State School for the Blind, Pilot Dogs of America, Cleveland Blind VA Rehabilitation Center, and the Cleveland Sight Center.
9. Have the opportunity to practice expanded scope optometry under the staff attending doctors’ Tennessee and Ohio state licenses.  Perform fluorescein and indocyanine green angiography, administer injectables, and perform minor surgical procedures.
10. Interpret results and perform tests on the following equipment: Cirrus, Visante, and Stratus OCTs; fundus photography, anterior segment photography, topography, A-B Scan, IOL Master
11. Each week the resident will have one afternoon for  administrative time/observations, one morning rotating through specialty clinics including Low Vision, Traumatic Brain Injury, Cornea, and Retina (depending on the residents level of interest), and one afternoon participating in the eye clinic education sections. The rest of the week the resident will be in clinic.
12. Have the opportunity to participate in research projects with staff optometrists.
13. Precept student externs from Illinois College of Optometry and The Ohio State University.

As you are well aware, there are many career benefits of completing a residency. Those that complete a residency are well prepared for careers in hospitals, secondary medical and surgical care practices, multidisciplinary health care centers, and as faculty in optometric schools and colleges (always nice to keep your career options open). In addition, the residency program provides the practitioner with advanced clinical confidence which can translate to success in a private practice setting.  I would be happy to discuss the specifics of our residency program with you over the telephone if you are interested.  Successful completion of our program will be granted a certificate from a fully accredited residency program.  

Please e-mail me your curriculum vitae and letter of intent. Also, please have your letters of reference and official transcripts sent as soon as possible. I would like to arrange a site visit/interview with you in January or February. Please check your schedule and give me a few dates that will work best for you. 

Hope to hear from you soon and I look forward to meeting you.

Dr. Thompson

Kelly R. Thompson, O.D., F.A.A.O.
Residency Program Coordinator
Cincinnati VA Medical Center
2929 Highland Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45219
Phone: (513) 559-3560

image1.jpeg
VA U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs




